§1910.134 Respiratory protection.

(a) Permissible practice. (1) In the
control of those occupational diseases
caused by breathing air contaminated
with harmful dusts, fogs, fumes, mists,
gases, smokes, sprays, or vapors, the
primary objective shall be to prevent
atmospheric contamination. This shall
be accomplished as far as feasible by
accepted engineering control measures
(for example, enclosure or confine-
ment of the operation, general and
local ventilation, and substitution of
less toxic materials). When eifective
engineering controls are not feasible,
or while they are being instituted, ap-
propriate respirators shall be used
pursuant to the following require-
ments.

(2) Respirators shall be provided by
the employer when such equipment is
necessary to protect the health of the
employee. The employer shall provide
the respirators which are applicable
and suitable for the purpose intended.
The employer shall be responsible for
the establishment and maintenance of
a respiratory protective program
which shall include the requirements
outlined in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion.

(3) The employee shall use the pro-
vided respiratory protection in accord-
ance with instructions and training re-
ceived.

(b) Requirements for a minimal ac-
ceptable program. (1) Written stand-
ard operating procedures governing
the selection and use of respirators
shall be established.

(2) Respirators shall be selected on
the basis of hazards to which the
worker is exposed.

(3) The user shall be instructed and
trained in the proper use of respira-
tors and their limitations.

(4) [Reserved]

(5) Respirators shall be regularly
cleaned and disinfected. Those used by
more than one worker shall be thor-
oughly cleaned and disinfected after
each use.

(8) Respirators shall be stored in a
convenient, clean, and sanitary loca-
tion.

('{) Respirators used routinely shall
be inspected during cleaning. Worn or
deteriorated parts shall be replaced.
Respirators for emergency use such as
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‘selr-contained devices shall be thor-

oughly inspected at least once a
month and after each use.

(8) Appropriate surveillance of work
area conditions and degree of em-
ployee exposure or stress shall be
maintained.

(9) There shall be regular inspection
and evaluation to determine the con-
tinued effectiveness of the program.

(10) Persons should not be assigned
to tasks requiring use of respirators
unless it has been determined that
they are physically able to perform
the work and use the equipment. The
local physician shall determine what
health and physical conditions are
pertinent. The respirator user’'s medi-
cal status should be reviewed periodi-
cally (for instance, annually).

(11) Approved or accepted respira-
tors shall be used when they are avail-
able. The respirator furnished shall
provide adequate respiratory protec-
tion against the particular hazard for
which it is designed in accordance
with standards established by compe-
tent authorities. The U.S. Department
of Interior, Bureau of Mines, and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture are
recognized as such authorities. Al-
though respirators listed by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture continue to
be acceptable for protection against
specified pesticides, the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, Bureau of Mines,
is the agency now responsible for test-
ing and approving pesticide respira-
tors.

(c) Selection of respirators. Proper
selection of respirators shall be made
according to the guidance of American
National Standard Practices for Respi-
ratory Protection Z88.2-1969.




